
Finney Visual Art
Quarter 3 2022-2023

Kindergarten

Essential Question

How do artists and designers 
care for and maintain 
materials, tools, and 
equipment?

Vocabulary

Painting Procedures
Art Community

Color, Line, Shape

Paintbrush tip, bristles, 
& handle

Standard
K.VA: Cr 1.2
Engage collaboratively in 
creative art-making in 
response to an artistic 
problem.

K.VA: Cr 2.2
Identify safe and nontoxic 
art materials, tools, and 
equipment.

Message From: Mrs. Clemetson

This year we are traveling through time to learn about 
what kind of art people made throughout history!

I hope you were able to see my video of the 
prehistoric cave on Class Dojo. We had so much fun 
exploring with flashlights. Our Kindergarteners have 
been creating some beautiful paintings of flowers, 
hearts, and rainbows. Now that we all have the painting 
procedures down, we are experimenting with liquid 
tempera paint. Your children are learning how to paint 
as an art community without making a big mess, and 
many are hopeful they will be able to paint on their own 
at home too.

I have a lot of art on display in the hallway now, and 
more will be hung soon in the library. I'm hoping to 
invite parents to walk through during 4th quarter.



Finney Music
Quarter 3 2022/2023

Kindergarten

Essential Question

How do we discern the 
musical creators’ and 
performers’ expressive 
intent?

Vocabulary

Listen
High
Low
Tempo
Expression

Standard

K.MU:RE8
With guidance, 
demonstrate awareness 
of expressive qualities 
that reflect creators’ and 
performers’ expressive 
intent.

Message From: Mrs. Pridmore

Hello Finney Kindergarten families! 
We have had a wonderful quarter in music 
class. Everyone continues to grow and 
learn so much every week.
We have been working on playing together 
as a whole group, and taking turns being a 
leader. We have had students watching 
and listening to each other to play 
together, then listening and copying a 
partner to create a song or verse together. 
We have also been learning to follow 
choreography to a song, not just make up 
our own movements.
I hope everyone has a safe and happy 
spring break!
-Mrs. Pridmore



Finney Elementary
Quarter 3 2022-2023

1st Grade
Visual Art Newsletter

Essential Question

How does knowing 
the contexts, histories, 
and traditions of art forms 
help us create works of art?

Vocabulary

Ancient Rome

Artist Community

Valuable Pattern

Middle Ages

Standard
1VA: Pr4

Explain why some objects, 
artifacts, and artworks are 
valued over others.

1VA: Cr2.1

Explore uses of materials 
and tools to create works of 
art or design.

Message From: Mrs. Clemetson

This year we are traveling through time to learn 
about what kind of art people made throughout history!

I hope you were able to see my video of the prehistoric 
cave on Class Dojo. We had so much fun exploring with 
flashlights. This quarter we have time traveled to Ancient 
Rome. We painted a goblet to look like the Lycurgus Cup, 
and we discussed why it is a valuable object. Now that we all 
have the painting procedures down, we are experimenting 
with watercolors. We just finished making stained glass 
windows like the ones from the Middle Ages.

Your children are learning how to paint as an art 
community without making a big mess, and many are 
hopeful they will be able to paint on their own at home too.

I have a lot of art on display in the hallway now, and more 
will be hung soon in the library. I'm hoping to invite parents 
to walk through during 4th quarter.



Finney Music
Quarter 3 2022/2023

1st Grade

Essential Question

How do we discern the 
musical creators’ and 
performers’ expressive 
intent?

Vocabulary
Orchestra
Tempo
Dynamics
Rhythm
Beat

Standard

1MU:Cr1
a. With limited 
guidance, create musical 
ideas (such as answering 
a musical question) for a 
specific purpose

Message From: Mrs. Pridmore

Hello Finney first grade families!
This has been a fun quarter in music class! 
We have been learning about how to add 
dynamics to our music to make it more 
interesting. The students have learned that 
forte means loud and piano means soft.

We have also been playing with the tempo of 
our music, speeding it up or slowing it down 
to find out how that changes the feeling of 
the music.
We continue to explore the music of the 
orchestra, and students are learning all 
about the instruemnts that make different 
sounds.

Have a safe and happy spring break!
-Mrs. Pridmore



Finney Elementary
Quarter 3 2022-2023

2nd Grade
Visual Art Newsletter

Essential Question

How does knowing the
contexts, histories, 
and traditions of art 
forms help us create works 
of art?

Vocabulary

Ancient Greek Mythology

Watercolor

Middle Ages

Stained Glass

Standard

2.VA: Cr3
Discuss and reflect with peers 
about choices made in 
creating artwork.

2.VA: Cr2.2
Demonstrate safe procedures 
for using and cleaning art 
tools, equipment, and studio 
spaces.

Message From: Mrs. Clemetson

This year we are traveling through time to learn about what kind 
of art people made throughout history!

I hope you were able to see my video of the prehistoric cave on 
Class Dojo. We had so much fun exploring with flashlights. This 
quarter we have time traveled to Ancient Greece. We painted the 
mythical flying horse, Pegasus. Now that we all have the 
painting procedures down, we are experimenting with 
watercolors. We just finished making stained glass windows like the 
ones that decorate the Notre Dame Cathedral from the Middle 
Ages.

Your children are learning how to paint as an 
art community without making a big mess, and many 
are hopeful they will be able to paint on their own at home too.

I have a lot of art on display in the hallway now, and more will be 
hung soon in the library. I'm hoping to invite parents to walk 
through during 4th quarter.



Finney Music
Quarter 3 2022/2023

2nd Grade

Essential Question

How do we discern 
the musical creators’ 
and performers’ 
expressive intent?

Vocabulary
Instrument Families
Ensemble
Melody
Tempo
Dynamics

Standard

2.MU:Cr1
a. Improvise 
rhythmic and 
melodic patterns and 
musical ideas for a 
specific purpose.

Message From: Mrs. Pridmore

Greetings 2nd grade Finney families!
This has been a fun quarter in music class for 2nd grade!
We continue to learn how to make music together by 
dancing and responding to musical recordings with 
instruments and movement.
This quarter, we have been learning to create our own 
musical ideas. We invented pretend candies and put 
rhythms to the candy names, then turned those
We have also been learning about tempo, and listening to 
how speeding up or slowing down our music changes the 
way it feels. We have also been listening to brass 
instruments and learning about how they work.
Have a safe and happy spring break!
Mrs. Pridmore



Finney Elementary
Quarter 3 2022-2023

3rd Grade
Visual Art Newsletter

Essential Question

How does knowing the 
contexts, histories, and 
traditions of art forms help 
us create works of art?

Vocabulary

Middle Ages

Metallic Collage

Rococo Era

Detail Texture

Standard
3.VA: Cr1.1

Elaborate on an 
imaginative idea.

3.VA: Cr1.2

Apply knowledge of the 
available tools and media 
in the art room to 
investigate personal ideas.

Message From: Mrs. Clemetson

This year we are traveling through time to learn about what 
kind of art people made throughout history!

This quarter we time traveled to the Middle Ages. We used 
wood blocks to print metallic stones on our black castles, 
then we cut them out and added details to enhance the 
setting and tell a story with our art. Next, we made our way 
just past the Renaissance to the fancy and frilly Rococo 
Era. We made real fans and added paint, feathers, doilies, 
and jewels to make them match the era.

Your children are developing many artistic skills, and the 
more opportunities they have to create art at home the 
better!

I have a lot of art on display in the hallway and 
library now, and more will be hung soon. I'm hoping 
to invite parents to take an art walk through the ages during 
4th quarter.



Finney Music
Quarter 3 

2022/2023
3rd Grade

Essential Question

How do we discern the 
musical creators’ and 
performers’ expressive 
intent?

?

Vocabulary

Note
Rest
Melody
Embouchure
Improvise

Standard

3MUCr:1
a. Improvise rhythmic 
and melodic ideas and 
describe connection to 
specific purpose and 
context (such as 
personal and social).

Message From: Mrs. Pridmore

Hello Finney 3rd Grade families!

We have been focused on learning to play 
the recorder this quarter in music class. 
There are so many benefits to playing the 
recorder. They are an excellent first wind 
instrument. The fingerings are the same as 
the fingerings for flute, clarinet, and 
saxophone if the students choose to play 
one of those instruments in band in middle 
or high school. We are also learning how to 
read music and play it on our recorders, 
how to improvise, and how to blend with 
the people around us. I am excited to share 
more as they keep learning!

Have a safe and happy spring break!

-Mrs. Pridmore



Finney Elementary
Quarter 2 2022-2023

605, 701 & 702
Visual Art Newsletter

Essential Question

How does knowing 
the contexts, histories, 
and traditions of art 
forms help us create works of 
art?

Vocabulary

Prehistoric Art

Warm Colors

Paintbrush tip, bristles, 
& handle

Standard

VA: Cr 2.1.K
Through 
experimentation, build skills 
in various media.

VA: Cr 2.3.K
Create art that 
represents natural and 
constructed environments.

Message From: Mrs. Clemetson

This year we are traveling through time to learn 
about what kind of art people made throughout history!

I hope you were able to see my video of the prehistoric 
cave on Class Dojo. We had so much fun exploring with 
flashlights. Your students have been creating some 
beautiful paintings of flowers, hearts, and rainbows. We 
have been painting with tempera paints, liquid watercolor, 
and an amazing supply called kwik sticks that look like 
paint, but they are not very messy. Last week we made Dr. 
Suess inspired birds for Read Across America day.

I have a lot of art on display in the hallway now, 
and more will be hung soon in the library. I'm hoping 
to invite parents to walk through during 4th quarter.



Finney Music
Quarter 3 2022/2023

SDC Primary

Essential Question

How do we discern the 
musical creators’ and 
performers’ expressive 
intent?

Vocabulary

High 
Low
Sing
Long
Short

Standard

K.MU:RE8
With 
guidance, demonstrate 
awareness of expressive 
qualities that reflect 
creators’ 
and performers’ 
expressive intent..

Message From: Mrs. Pridmore

Hello Finney families!

We have learned so much in music class.

We have been learning about high and low 
sounds in music. The students have been 
responding to music by waving scarves to 
show low and high sounds, and by playing 
along with various instruments.

I’m so proud of how everyone is learning 
and growing. Have a safe and happy spring 
break!

-Mrs. Pridmore



Finney Music
Quarter 3 2022/2023

SDC Upper Grades

Essential Question

How do we discern the 
musical creators’ and 
performers’ expressive 
intent?
Vocabulary

Listen
Echo
Compose
Beat
Rhythm

Standard

3MUCr:1
a. Improvise 
rhythmic and melodic 
ideas and describe 
connection to specific 
purpose and context 
(such as personal and 
social).

Message From: Mrs. Pridmore

Hello Finney families!

We have been hard at work in music class 
this quarter.

The students have been learning to 
answer musical questions by responding 
with a rhythm on drums or other 
instruments. We have been working on 
playing and recognizing long and short 
sounds or loud and soft sounds. It is fun 
to watch them grow as musicians every 
week!

Have a safe and happy spring break!

-Mrs. Pridmore



Finney Elementary
Quarter 3 2022-2023

4th Grade
Visual Art Newsletter

Essential Question

How does knowing the 
contexts, histories, and 
traditions of art forms help 
us create works of art?

Vocabulary

Middle Ages

Porcelain Artifacts

Engrave Collage

Renaissance Period

Standard

4.VA:Cr2.2
When making works of art, 
utilize and care for 
materials, tools, and 
equipment in a manner that 
prevents danger.
4.VA:Cn10
Create works of art that 
reflect community cultural 
traditions.

Message From: Mrs. Clemetson

This year we are traveling through time to learn about what kind 
of art people made throughout history.

This quarter we time traveled to the Middle Ages. We learned 
about the Chinese tradition of creating blue porcelain vases, which 
are still popular today. We painted our own vases and 
flowers. Next, we traveled to the Renaissance, which was a time of 
exciting advances in art and science! We made an art piece based on 
the telescope that Galileo invented, which allowed people to see 
craters on the moon. We engraved designs on thick aluminum to 
emulate craters on the moon, then we painted a window that opens 
and closes, and cut out a telescope.

Your children are developing many artistic skills, and the more 
opportunities they have to create art at home the better!

I have a lot of art on display in the hallway and library now, 
and more will be up soon. I'm hoping to invite parents to take an art 
walk through the ages during 4th quarter.



Finney Music
Quarter 3 2022/2023

4th Grade

Essential Question

How do we discern the 
musical creators’ and 
performers’ expressive 
intent?

Vocabulary

Fretted Instruments
Form
Melody
Harmony
Compose

Standard

4.MU:Pr6
a. Perform music, with 
expression, technical 
accuracy, and 
appropriate 
interpretation

Message From: Mrs. Pridmore

Hello Finney 4th grade families!

We have had a busy quarter of learning in 
music class.

We have been exploring fretted 
instruments such as guitars and ukuleles 
this quarter. All students have had the 
chance to play those instruments and 
experiment with singing and playing at 
the same time.

We have also been working together for 
arts integration. They are learning a folk 
song and dance from the Gold Rush era-
Old Joe Clark.

Have a safe and happy spring break!



Finney Elementary
Quarter 3 2022-2023

5th Grade
Visual Art Newsletter

Essential Question

How does knowing 
the contexts, histories, 
and traditions of art 
forms help us create works 
of art?

Vocabulary

Middle Ages

Grid Drawing Metallic

Renaissance 

Radial Symmetry

Standard

5. VA:Cr 2.1

Experiment and develop 
skills in multiple art-making 
techniques and approaches 
through practice.

5.VA: Re7.2

Identify and analyze cultural 
associations suggested by 
visual imagery.

Message From: Mrs. Clemetson

This year we are traveling through time to learn about what kind of art people 
made throughout history.

This quarter we finished studying Classical art with the Ancient Roman 
Colosseum. Students were given free choice about how to add color to their 
sketches of the colosseum. I love the variety of styles that appear as your children 
find a creative voice.

Next, we traveled to the Middle Ages to paint rose windows, then add black 
paper, which we folded and cut to create radial symmetry. We have now entered 
the Renaissance, which was a time of exciting advances in art and science! We are 
making an art piece based on the telescope that Galileo invented, which allowed 
people to see craters on the moon. We engraved designs on thick aluminum 
to emulate craters on the moon, then we painted a window that opens and closes, 
and we will cut out a telescope.

Your children are developing many artistic skills, and the more opportunities 
they have to create art at home the better!

I have a lot of art on display in the hallway and library now, and more will 
be up soon. I'm hoping to invite parents to take an art walk through the ages 
during 4th quarter.



Finney Music
Quarter 3 

2022/2023
4/5 Combo & 5th

Grade

Essential Question

How do we discern the 
musical creators’ and 
performers’ expressive 
intent?

Vocabulary

Folk Song
Chord
Harmony
Melody
Composition

Standard

Nov.MU:H.Cr1
Generate melodic, 
rhythmic, and 
harmonic ideas for 
simple melodies and 
chordal 
accompaniments for 
given melodies

Message From: Mrs. Pridmore

Hello 5th grade families! 
We have been hard at work in music class this 
quarter!

The students have been exploring the music of 
the Impressionist period, and drawing 
connections between the visual art and musical 
compositions of that time period. They have also 
been learning about fretted instruments. 
Everyone had the chance to play guitar a bit.

Finally, we are starting to listen to the difference 
between I, IV, and V chords to recognize chord 
progressions.

I am so proud of the students and everything 
they have accomplished. Have a safe and happy 
spring break!

-Mrs. Pridmore



Finney Elementary
Quarter 2 2022-2023

6th Grade
Visual Art Newsletter

Essential Question

How does knowing 
the contexts, histories, 
and traditions of art 
forms help us create works of 
art?

Vocabulary

Middle Ages

Grid Drawing Metallic

Renaissance

Sculpture Texture

Standard
6.VA: Cr2.1

Demonstrate openness in trying new 
ideas, materials, methods, and 
approaches in making works of art 
and design.

6.VA: Re7.1

Identify and interpret works of art or 
design that reveal how people live 
around the world and what they value.

Message From: Mrs. Clemetson

This year we are traveling through time to learn about what kind of art 
people made throughout history.

This quarter we finished studying Classical art with the Ancient 
Roman Colosseum. Students were given free choice about how to add color to 
their sketches of the colosseum. I love the variety of styles that appear as your 
children find a creative voice.

Next, we traveled to the Middle Ages to watercolor the Notre Dame 
cathedral. Some of these impressive pieces are on display in the office. We 
have now entered the Renaissance, which was a time of exciting advances in art 
and science! We are making an art piece based on Hokusai's "Great Wave off 
Kanagawa." We also did a grid drawing of the Mona Lisa.

The last project of the quarter is a dragon eye sculpture that relates back to the 
Middle Ages, when dragon folklore began. We are using model magic to sculpt a 
dragon's eye, which we will finish off with metallic paint. This is a favorite project 
among the 6th graders, and I can't wait to see the final product.

I have a lot of art on display in the hallway and library now, and more will be 
up soon. I'm hoping to invite parents to take an art walk through the 
ages during 4th quarter.



Finney Music
Quarter 3 

2022/2023
6th Grade

Essential Question

How do we discern the 
musical creators’ and 
performers’ expressive 
intent?

Vocabulary

Chords
Chord Progression
Harmony
Melody
Tremolo

Standard

Nov.MU:H. Cr1
Generate melodic, 
rhythmic, and harmonic 
ideas for simple 
melodies and chordal 
accompaniments for 
given melodies

Message From: Mrs. Pridmore

Hello Finney 6th grade families!

The students have been hard at work in music 
class this quarter. We are learning to listen for 
chord progressions. Students have been 
listening for I, IV, and V chords in a song and 
responding with movement.

We have learned some ukulele basics, and we 
are having fun learning songs on the ukuleles 
that we can use to accompany our singing 
voices. I am proud of the progress they continue 
to make each week.

Have a safe and happy spring break!

-Mrs. Pridmore


