
Finney Music
Quarter 3 2021/2022

Kindergarten

Essential Question

How do musicians make 
creative decisions?

Vocabulary

Tempo
Fast
Slow
Loud
Soft

Standard

K.MU:Cr1 b.
With guidance, generate 
musical ideas (such as 
movements or motives).

Message From: Mrs. Pridmore

Hello Finney Kindergarten families! 

We have had a wonderful quarter in music 
class. Everyone continues to grow and 
learn so much every week.

We have been working on keeping a steady 
beat together so we can start playing 
instruments together as a group. Singing 
and playing at the same time is hard, but 
the students are doing so well at this 
challenge!

We have also been learning about how to 
play loud and soft or fast and slow to make 
our music give different emotional 
meaning.

I hope everyone has a safe and happy 
spring break!



Finney Music
Quarter 3 2021/2022

1st Grade

Essential Question

How do musicians make 
creative decisions?

Vocabulary
Tempo
Pitch
Note
Rhythm
Forte
Piano

Standard

1.MU:Cr1b
With limited guidance, 
generate musical ideas 
in multiple tonalities 
(such as major and 
minor) and meters (such 
as duple and triple).

Message From: Mrs. Pridmore

Hello Finney first grade families!
This has been  a fun quarter in music class! 
We have been learning about contrasts in 
music, and playing with using high notes or 
low notes and loud sounds or soft sounds to 
make our music communicate the message 
we want it to send.
The students have enjoyed playing some 
rhythm games, and we are especially 
working on listening closely to each other 
and moving safely so we don’t bump into 
each other when we are moving around the 
room.
They are growing so much and learning how 
to make music together and keep each other 
safe. I’m excited to share more with you next 
quarter as they finish writing some songs!

Have a safe and happy spring break!
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2nd Grade

Essential Question

How do performers 
interpret musical 
works?

Vocabulary

Dynamics
Crescendo
Decrescendo
Forte
piano

Standard

2.MU:Pr4.3
Demonstrate 
understanding of 
expressive qualities 
(Such as voice 
quality, dynamics, 
and temp) and how 
creators use them to 
convey expressive 
intent.

Message From: Mrs. Pridmore

Greetings 2nd grade Finney families!
This has been a fun quarter in music class for 2nd grade!
We continue to learn how to make music together by 
playing lots of steady beat games, and we have now 
started to take our music making to the next level. This 
Quarter has been all about dynamics. The students have 
loved singing some of our favorite songs such as the 
Finney Song, Count on Me, and Aiken Drum, but playing 
with singing them using louder or softer voices.
They have also started to learn how to accompany 
themselves on their instruments. We all played a steady 
beat and sang Twinkle Twinkle Little Star with the 
xylophones.
We play many games in music class, but the students love 
to play a listening game with our owl puppet, Oreo. They 
have to listen very closely to try to identify who has Oreo 
by their singing voice only. Ask them about it! They would 
love to sing you the song! Have a safe and happy spring 
break.
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3rd Grade

Essential Question

How do musicians 
generate creative ideas

?

Vocabulary

Note
Rest
Quarter Note
Tempo

Standard

3.MU:Cr1b
Generate Musical ideas 
(such as rhythms and 
melodies) within a given 
tonality and /or meter.

Message From: Mrs. Pridmore

Hello Finney 3rd Grade families!
This has been a very exciting quarter in 
music class because everyone has started 
learning how to play the recorder! This is 
an important step for the students because 
they are learning how to control their 
breathing, how to read music notes, and 
they are learning fingerings for the notes 
that will transfer to woodwind instruments 
such as saxophone, clarinet, and flute 
should they choose to play one of those 
instruments in middle or high school.

We have also been learning about tempo-
playing a song fast or slow. I’m so proud of 
the progress we have made this year. They 
are learning and growing every day, and 
their music is getting more and more 
refined.
Have a safe and happy spring break!
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SDC Primary

Essential Question

How do musicians make 
creative decisions?

Vocabulary

Tempo
Fast
Slow
Loud
Soft

Standard

K.MU:Cr1 b.
With guidance, generate 
musical ideas (such as 
movements or motives).

Message From: Mrs. Pridmore

Hello Finney families!

This has been a fun quarter in music class!

The students are doing such a great job of 
listening and following musical ques. We 
are working on keeping a steady beat, 
starting and stopping songs along with the 
music, and playing or moving artistically.

We have been talking a lot about moving 
fast or slow and practicing fast and slow to 
music by moving around the room or 
playing rhythm sticks. 

We have also been talking about loud and 
soft and when we need to use our different 
voices- inside, outside, or on the 
playground.

I’m so proud of how everyone is learning 
and growing. Have a safe and happy spring 
break!
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SDC Upper

Essential Question

How do musicians make 
creative decisions?

Vocabulary

Blues

Beat

Rhythm

Improvise

Standard

1.MU:Cr1b
With limited guidance, 
generate musical ideas 
in multiple tonalities 
(such as major and 
minor) and meters (Such 
as duple and triple).

Message From: Mrs. Pridmore

Hello Finney families!

This has been a wonderful quarter in 
music class! 

Everyone is working so hard to make 
music together, and it’s exciting to see 
them developing in their ability to play 
and create their own songs. This quarter, 
we have been working on hearing simple 
chord progressions and improvising over 
them.

The students have been playing and 
singing different rhythms along to a 
simple 12 bar blues track in both major 
and minor keys. I’m excited to share their 
work with you in videos more next quarter 
for our spring showcase.

Have a safe and happy spring break!
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4th Grade

Essential Question

How do musicians make 
creative decisions?

Vocabulary

Improvisation
Chord
Harmony
Melody

Standard

4.MU:Cr1b.
Generate musical ideas 
(such as rhythms, 
melodies, and simple 
accompaniment 
patterns) within related 
tonalities (such as major 
and minor) and meters.

Message From: Mrs. Pridmore

Hello Finney 4th grade families!

Everyone has been hard at work in music 
class and making great progress in their 
teamwork and musicianship.

This quarter, we have focused on learning 
how to accompany ourselves as we sing 
songs. We have done this on xylophones 
and on guitars. The students have been 
learning how to listen for harmonies and 
chord changes as they sing or play along 
to a song.

We also got to learn a little about Gold 
Rush music in their arts integration 
classes on Friday. The students learned a 
folk dance and made up their own verses 
to the folk song Old Joe Clark.

Have a safe and happy spring break!
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5th Grade

Essential Question

How do musicians 
generate creative 
ideas?

Vocabulary

Improvisation
Chord
Harmony
Melody

Standard

5.MU:Cr1
b. Generate musical 
ideas (such as 
rhythms, melodies, 
and accompaniment 
patterns) within 
specific related 
tonalities, meters, 
and simple chord 
changes

Message From: Mrs. Pridmore

Hello 5th grade families! 

This quarter in music class has been full of playing 
instruments and creating our own musical ideas. We 
continue to play our violins, violas, cellos alongside our 
xylophones and drums. Some of the students new favorite 
songs include We Shall Overcome, Aiken Drum, and Count on 
Me.
We have been learning how to play and move together as an 
ensemble (a group of musicians) by doing lots of circle 
dances and rhythm games. This helps us learn how to safely 
and artfully move around each other without bumping into 
one another!
We have been learning how to improvise (make up on the 
spot!) some simple melodies over a 12 bar blues chord 
pattern. The students sound fantastic whenever they sing 
and play instruments. I’m wishing you all a safe and happy 
spring break!
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6th Grade

Essential Question

How do musicians make 
creative decisions?

Vocabulary

Improvisation
Chord Progression
Harmony
Melody
Neighboring Tone

Standard

6.MU:Cr1
Generate simple 
rhythmic, melodic, and 
harmonic phrases within 
AB or ABA forms that 
convey expressive intent

Message From: Mrs. Pridmore

Hello Finney 6th grade families!

The students have been hard at work in 
music class this quarter. 

We have enjoyed studying some of the 
music history around the 1920’s, and 
particularly focusing on the Harlem 
Renaissance. We read a poem by 
Langston Hughes and studied some 
1920’s jazz as we learned about jazz 
poetry. 

The students also played a 12 bar blues 
song in A minor and learned how to 
improvise (make up) their own music a 
the chords changed. We used xylophones 
for this project. They also wrote their own 
stanza’s to add on to Langston Hughes’ 
poem Hold Fast to Dreams.

Have a safe and happy spring break!
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Kindergarten

Essential Question
How does knowing the 
traditions of art from other 
cultures help us create our 
own works of art?

Vocabulary

Line Painting
Shape Collage
Pattern

Texture

Standard

VA: Cr 1.1.K

Engage in exploration and 
imaginative play with materials.

VA: Re 8.1.K

Interpret art by identifying 
subject matter and describing 
details.

Message From: Mrs. Clemetson

This year we have been traveling the world through 
the visual arts! We have already been through South 
America, Central America, & North America! 3rd 
quarter we visited Europe and Africa.

Your children created Swedish Dala Horses using 
pattern, shapes, and a transfer process to get the horse 
just right. Next, we headed up the Nile River to paint an 
adorable Crocodile on the Nile. Ask your children about 
our fun new techniques for painting crocodile skin and 
cutting out grass.

We have been hanging up lots of amazing art in the 
library, and most of your child's art will go home at the 
end of the year in a portfolio. Your children are amazing 
artists, and I'm having so much fun with them.
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1st Grade

Essential Question

How does knowing 
the traditions of art from 
other cultures help us create 
our own works of art?

Vocabulary

Line Painting

Shape Pattern

Oil Pastel Texture

Watercolor Resist

Standard

VA: Cr 1.2.1

Use observation and 
investigation in preparation 
for making a work of art

VA: Re 7.2.1

Compare images that 
represent the same subject.

Message From: Mrs. Clemetson

This year we have been traveling the world through the 
visual arts! We have already been through 
South America, Central America, & North America! 3rd 
quarter we visited Europe and Africa, and we have just 
landed in Asia.

Your children began the quarter in Europe with a 
beautiful wax resist watercolor of Monet's garden in 
France. We compared images of water lily art pieces, and 
we found so many ways to represent the same 
subject. Next, we headed to the savannahs of Africa to 
paint a natural looking landscape with a realistic 
giraffe! These came out amazing. Pandas will be coming 
soon.

We have been hanging up lots of amazing art in 
the library, and most of your child's art will go home at 
the end of the year in a portfolio. Your children are 
amazing artists, and I'm having so much fun with them.
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2nd Grade

Essential Question

How does knowing 
the traditions of art from 
other cultures help us create 
our own works of art?

Vocabulary

Line Painting

Shape Collage

Pattern Watercolor

Texture Balance

Standard

VA: Cr 1.1.2
Brainstorm multiple 
approaches to an art or design 
problem.

VA: Cr 2.1.2
Experiment with various 
materials and tools to explore 
personal interests in a work of 
art.

Message From: Mrs. Clemetson

This year we have been traveling the world 
through the visual arts! We have already been through 
South America, Central America, & North 
America! 3rd Quarter we visited Europe and Africa.

Your children began the quarter in Europe with 
a beautiful watercolor resist of Monet's garden 
in France. We compared images of water lily art 
pieces, and we found so many ways to represent the 
same subject. Next, we headed to Africa to study zebra 
stripes, then we created a really wild zebra. We talked 
about endangered animals next, then chose one to 
draw and cut out as a collage.

We have been hanging up lots of amazing art in 
the library, and most of your child's art will go home at 
the end of the year in a portfolio! Your children are 
amazing artists, and I'm having so much fun with 
them.
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3rd Grade

Essential Question

How does knowing 
the traditions of art from 
other cultures help us create 
our own works of art?

Vocabulary

Pattern Watercolor

Texture Collage

Space Weaving

Polygon Geometric

Standard

VA: Cr 2.1.3

Create personally satisfying 
artwork using a variety of 
artistic processes and 
materials.

VA:Pr6.1.3

Identify and explain how 
different cultures illustrate 
stories and history of life 
through art.

Message From: Mrs. Clemetson

This year we have been traveling the world through the 
visual arts! We have already been through 
South America, Central America, & North 
America! 3rd Quarter we visited Europe and Africa.

Your children began the quarter finishing a fish collage 
with real and implied texture. Next, we studied Spanish 
artist Okuda San Miguel and his colorful geometric 
animal murals. We were inspired to choose our own 
animals, add triangles and other polygons, then 
watercolor the shapes. We visited Africa as well, 
where we learned about Senufo mud cloths. Ask your 
students about the Kumeyaay weaving project we just 
started in arts integration.

We have been hanging up lots of amazing art in 
the library, and most of your child's art will go home at 
the end of the year in a portfolio. Your children are really 
developing as artists, and it's exciting to see 
their creativity and confidence levels rise.
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4th Grade

Essential Question

How does knowing 
the traditions of art from 
other cultures help us create 
our own works of art?

Vocabulary

Pattern Oil Pastel

Polygon Watercolor

Geometric Symmetry

Texture

Standard

VA:Cr2.3.4

Document, describe, and 
represent regional 
constructed environments.

VA:Cn11.1.4

Through observation, infer 
information about 
the culture in which a work 
of art was created.

Message From: Mrs. Clemetson

This year we have been traveling the world 
through the visual arts! We have already been through 
South America, Central America, & North 
America. 3rd Quarter we visited Europe and Africa.

We studied Spanish artist Okuda San Miguel and 
his colorful geometric animal murals. We were 
inspired to choose our own animals, add triangles and 
other polygons, then watercolor the shapes. We 
visited Africa as well, where we learned about Senufo 
mud cloths. Ask your children about the gold rush 
maps we made in arts integration as well.

It has been really exciting to watch your children 
develop as artists this year. VAPA Lab students 
completed table murals for our Outdoor Arts Studio –
check out the underwater city in outer space below!
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5th Grade

Essential Question

How does knowing 
the traditions of art from 
other cultures help us create 
our own works of art?

Vocabulary

Sketching Oil Pastel

Shape Collage

Pattern Realism

Texture Mural

Standard

VA:Re7.2.5

Identify and analyze cultural 
associations suggested by 
visual imagery.

VA:Cr2.3.5
Identify, describe, and 
visually document places

Message From: Mrs. Clemetson

This year we have been traveling the world 
through the visual arts! We have already been through 
South America, Central America, & North 
America! 3rd quarter we visited Europe and Africa.

We started the quarter with a Scandinavian folk art 
fox, then traveled to Germany to create a gnome 
home. Our most impressive project this quarter was 
our realistic African Lesser Flamingos. We created 
texture in the water, grass, and sky using various 
brushstrokes and dipping our brushes into multiple 
colors at once. The results are fantastic.

Your children are amazing artists, and their growth 
this year is astounding! VAPA Lab students completed 
table murals for our Outdoor Arts Studio – check out 
the underwater city in outer space below!
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6th Grade

Essential Question

How does knowing 
the traditions of art from 
other cultures help us create 
our own works of art?

Vocabulary

Painting Collage

Pattern Warm & Cool

Texture Contrast

Concentric circles

Standard
VA:Re7.2.6
Analyze ways that visual 
components and cultural 
associations suggested by images 
influence ideas, emotions, and 
actions.

VA:Cr1.1.6
Combine concepts 
collaboratively to generate 
innovative ideas for creating art.

Message From: Mrs. Clemetson

This year we have been traveling the world through the 
visual arts! We have already been through South America, 
Central America, & North America. 3rd quarter we visited 
Europe and Africa.

We started the quarter with a painted collage inspired 
by the artist Hundertwasser. We added concentric circles 
to emulate his style, then took it in our own direction for 
the rest. Next, we traveled to Germany to create a 
gnome home. We are currently painting a watercolor lion 
from Africa. In arts integration this quarter we made 
posters to spread awareness to problems with our 
planet. These were used on our science presentations.

Your children are amazing artists, and their growth this 
year is astounding! VAPA Lab students completed table 
murals for our Outdoor Arts Studio – check out the 
underwater city in outer space below!
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Room 605 & 701

Essential Question

How does knowing 
the traditions of art from 
other cultures help us create 
our own works of art?

Vocabulary

Line Shape

Pattern Collage

Texture

Color

Standard

VA: Cr 1.1

Engage in exploration 
and imaginative play with 
materials.

VA:Cr2.1

Through experimentation, 
build skills in various media 
and approaches to art-making.

Message From: Mrs. Clemetson

This year we have been traveling the world 
through the visual arts! We have already been 
through South America, Central America, & North 
America! 3rd Quarter we visited Europe and 
Africa. Your children created Swedish Dala Horses 
and some very wild zebras from Africa.

We have been hanging up lots of amazing art in 
the library, and most of your child's art will go 
home at the end of the year in a portfolio. Your 
children are amazing artists, and I'm having so 
much fun with them.
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Room 702

Essential Question

How does knowing 
the traditions of art from 
other cultures help us create 
our own works of art?

Vocabulary

Line Shape

Pattern Collage

Texture Painting

Warm/Cool Colors

Standard

VA: Cr 2.1.3
Create personally 
satisfying artwork using a 
variety of artistic processes 
and materials.
VA:Cr2.1.6
Demonstrate openness in 
trying new ideas, materials, 
methods, and approaches in 
making works of art and 
design.

Message From: Mrs. Clemetson

This year we have been traveling the world 
through the visual arts! We have already been through 
South America, Central America, & North 
America! 3rd Quarter we visited Europe and Africa.

We painted warm and cool colors for a project 
based on work by the Austrian artist 
Hundertwasser. Next, we headed to Africa to study 
zebra stripes, then we created a really wild 
zebra. We talked about endangered animals in Africa, 
then we drew a gorilla and triangles to create a collage.

We have been hanging up lots of amazing art in 
the library, and most of your child's art will go home at 
the end of the year in a portfolio! Your children are 
amazing artists, and I'm having so much fun with 
them.


